
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5 April, 2016

Between 7.30pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present
Andrew Robbins – Chair, Cllrs Sally Harris, Brian Corbett, Steven Farrell and Clare Thorpe

In Attendance
Martin Chilvers – Clerk, Damien Weston, John Hartshorne, Jenny Tinlin, Ron Holden, Val Corbett, 
Brian Milne, Philip Murray, Bridget Mclean (Hexham Courant), Gill Chilvers, Tony Gates & Glen 
Sanderson (Northumberland National Park – until 7.35). Cllr Riddle (until 7.45)

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Peter Tully.

2. Declarations of interest – Cllrs Harris & Corbett declared an interest in agenda item 7b. The Chair 
declared an interest in item 8g.  

3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair

4. Public Question Time – The Chair welcomed Tony Gates (Chief Executive) and Glen Sanderson 
(Chair) of Northumberland National Park (NNP). Mr Sanderson provided background and advised had 
taken over as Chair from Cllr Riddle who had done an excellent job over his 14 years tenure. He and Mr 
Gates were trying to visit all parishes in the NNP area to say ‘hello’. Mr Gates highlighted that the 
National Park was 60 years old on 6 April. He spoke of the work that the Rangers and those connected 
with local communities undertook as well as the National Park Planning Department. He reported that 
the National Park were reviewing the local plan that was last updated in 2009. The NNP would be doing 
this in consultation with local Parishes. The Chair thanked the two for their time.    

5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village:  The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.     

b) item 5d: Ray Wind Farm: It was agreed by all Councillors that Otterburn should be included in the Steering 
Group as the community is affected by the development of Ray Wind. The Clerk advised he would report 
back to the Councillors after the next Community Liaison Group meeting on 20 April.

c) item 8a: Village tidy-up: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 

d) item 8c: Community Speedwatch: The Clerk advised he had not heard from Northumbria Police regarding 
the number of Community Speedwatch applications received from Otterburn. 

6. Finance
 a) Clerk’s salary and expenses for March 2016: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses was agreed. 

b) Payment of Clerk’s PAYE: The quarterly payment was agreed by all Councillors. 

c) Annual Audit: The Clerk provided an update on the Parish Council finances.  The opening balance on 1 
April, 2015 was £6,895.76. Expenditure during the year totalled £8,205 and income was £11,808 and closing 
balance on 31 March, 2016 was 10,498.73. The statement of Accounts and Annual Governance Statement 
2015-16 were agreed.

Cllr Riddle declared an interest in the Planning items on the agenda. He left the meeting at 7.45pm

7. Planning 
a) 16NP0025: Change of use of Coach House to 14 bed hotel / guest house including restaurant. Installation of septic tank: 
The Coach House, Otterburn Hall, Otterburn, NE19 1HE: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

b) 16NP0027: Proposed installation of 1no. 300mm diameter microwave dish at a height of 9 metres: O2 Communications 
Mast, Otterburn Training Camp, Otterburn, NE19 1NX: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.   
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c) 16/00621/FUL: Proposed riverside terrace, wedding signing / boat store and associated footpath in grounds of Percy Arms 
Hotel, Otterburn, NE19 1NR: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.  

d) 16NP0020LBC: Listed Building Consent – Lowering of garden wall, construction of two single storey extensions and 
internal and external works to the property: Gardeners Cottage, Otterburn Hall: After discussion the application was 
agreed. 
e) 16NP0018: Construction of two single storey extensions and installation of septic tank at Gardeners Cottage, Otterburn 
Hall: The Chair advised he supported the plan for septic tank but believed emptying this may prove difficult. 
It was also reported of known legal issues of other proposed developments at the Otterburn Hall Estate. The 
application was supported by the Councillors.
f) 16NP0019: Retrospective – Lowering of garden wall by 600mm at Gardeners Cottage, Otterburn Hall, Otterburn, NE19 
1HE: The application was agreed and supported by the Councillors.
    
8. New Business
a) Footpaths at the Otterburn Hall: The Clerk’s report was received and agreed. 
b) Bellingham surgery service from Otterburn Memorial Hall: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk 
advised he had received an email that day from Helen Patterson, Practice Manager at Bellingham advising 
they had not as yet received a reply but would be chasing.
c) Consultation on proposed for Ponteland School Partnership: The Chair advised that given the interest in this topic 
the agenda item would be deferred to the ‘Surgery’ 
d) Trees at the Millennium Green: At the request of Cllr Farrell this agenda item was deferred to the ‘Surgery’. 
e) Stone seat at Millennium Green: Cllr Farrell advised that the original builder was unwell but Neill Jones had 
agreed to work on it for a ‘small fee’. He also reported it would be transported for repair soon. It was 
reported that apart from the £120 agreed by the Parish Council for cement all other costs would be met from
different a source. Cllr Corbett declared an interest as it was likely his son would be working with Neill Jones.
f) Moles in the Millennium Green: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. 
g) Grass cutting in Otterburn: The Clerk provided details of the two quotes received. It was agreed to accept the 
quote from Mr Mowatt as it was the lowest. Following discussion it was agreed all three areas would be cut 
fortnightly and the cuttings at the Millennium Green would be collected. It was agreed to discuss what to do 
with the ride on mower at the next meeting.
h) Children’s Play Area maintenance jobs: The list of jobs was provided by the Clerk. It was agreed the Clerk 
would investigate the cost of lead free paint for the two rockers. Cllr Corbett believed he may have a hinge 
for the gate. The Clerk was asked to approach Mr Mowatt for a quote for the other jobs.
i) Painting the external walls of the public conveniences: Cllr Farrell advised there had been no volunteers to help 
paint the toilets. He reported some of the paint had been used at the school. It was agreed the toilets did need
painting but perhaps NCC should do it. The Clerk was asked to contact NCC.   
j) Defibrillator training: The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. Mr Weston advised he would be happy to 
do further training but would want commitment that people would attend.
k) Review of the risk assessment: All Councillors had seen a copy and it was agreed to accept it

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council) 
a) Cllr Harris asked about the solar street light. The Chair advised it had been purchased and would be 
installed when the weather improved. 
b) Cllr Farrell highlighted the poor condition of the road signs along the A696. 
c) Cllr Thorpe highlighted the strip of pavement alongside the church wall that needed resurfacing.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 3 May, 2016 at the Otterburn Memorial Hall. Formal meeting closed at 8.25pm
Surgery – 
There was concern that the Ponteland School consultation would reduce the choice for where children from 
Otterburn could attend. Concern was also raised about the school bus service and the cost. The Clerk was 
asked to request a representative from NCC to attend a meeting in Otterburn to discuss the matter.
Mr Holden raised the matter of trees in Millennium Green growing too big, including the Silver Birches and 
Cherry tree. Ideas were discussed but it was agreed no action to be taken until a site meeting.    
Meeting closed 8.45pm
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